
On the fly in the logo of the Congress 
 
The European stalked-eyed fly is in the logo of the IXth European Congress of Entomology. 
The species was selected because of its entomological uniqueness, pleasing the most 
phlegmatic scholars of entomology and catching the eye of the laic. 
Diopsids with their transversally prominent head, eyes and antenna on shorter or longer stalk, 
are very characteristic flies. The appearance is striking for most outsiders too, if they discover, 
that the stalks are not the antennae (and then many people associate to hammer-head shark). 
Several hundred species are known in the world, mostly in the Old World tropics. 
Sphyracephala europaea (Papp and Földvári 1997) was first found in Europe in 1996, along a 
medium size river (Maros), in Hymenoptera-made holes in the high loess-wall of the shore.  
The taxonomic and zoo-geographic uniqueness, strange outlook and the dependence on 
Hymenoptera (and loess-walls) make this creature ideal for calling public attention to the 
complexity of natural phenomena and nature conservation issues. 
 
The illustration was made by Dr. Albert Szappanos, veterinary and a graphist of unique talent. 

 


